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CONFIDENTIAL USUN 0190 

FOR EMBASSY CAPE TOWN 

ANKARA FOR SPIEGEL WITH SECRETARY'S PARTY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PORG, SF, WA 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: STATEMENT BY ADMINISTRATOR GENERAL STEYN 

1 . ADRIAAN EKSTEEN, CHARGE OF SOUTH AFRICAN MISSION TO UN, 

SOUGHT OUT AMBASSADOR MCHENRY, AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE 
CONTACT GROUP, TO PROVIDE THEM WITH TEXT OF JANUARY 20 
STATEMENT MADE BY ADMINISTRATOR GENERAL STEYN IN NAMIBIA. 

TEXT READS AS FOLLOWS: 
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"WITH REFERENCE TO AN APPEAL MADE TO ME BY CERTAIN 
PROMINENT POLITICIANS THAT, THROUGH MY MEDIATION, SPEEDY 
FINALITY BE ACHIEVED IN SOUTH WEST AFRICAN DISCUSSIONS 
BETWEEN THE FIVE WESTERN POWERS AND THE REPUBLIC OF 
SOUTH AFRICA. I MAKE A SERIOUS APPEAL TO ALL POLITICIANS 
TO EXERCISE PATIENCE. 
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"THE CIRCUMSTANCES AT THIS MOMENT ARE SUCH THAT 
THE INHABITANTS OF SOUTH WEST AFRICA SHOULD NOT BE TOO 
HASTY TO SEE AN END TO THE PRESENT INITIATIVE. 

"IT IS OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE FOR THE FUTURE OF 
THE WHOLE OF SOUTHERN AFRICA AND SPECIFICALLY FOR SOUTH 
WESTE AFRICA TO REACH A REAL, PERMANENT, PEACEFUL AND 
INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION FOR THE TERRITORY, 

IF THAT IS POSSIBLE. I DO NOT KNOW WHETHER IT IS POSSIBLE, 

BUT BECAUSE SO MUCH IS AT STAKE, I AM MAKING A SERIOUS 
APPEAL TO ALL LEADERS IN THE TERRITORY NOT TO DO ANYTHING 
AT THIS DELICATE STAGE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS TO FURTHER 
COMPLICATE THE ALREADY DIFFICULT TASK OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF SOUTH AFRICA." END TEXT. 

2. COMMENT. IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERN- 
MENT WISHED STEYN'S STATEMENT DRAWN TO THE ATTENTION OF THE 
CONTACT GROUP AS EACH MEMBER RECEIVED AN EARLY MORNING 
CALL DESPITE SKELETON OFFICE OPERATIONS AS RESULT OF BAD 
WEATHER. WE MAY BE WITNESSING A SOUTH AFRICAN EFFORT TO 
BACK DOWN FROM ITS PLAN TO ANNOUNCE UNILATERALLY A DATE FOR 
ELECTIONS AT LEAST AT THIS TIME. WHETHER OR NOT INSTIGATED 
BY THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT, STEYN'S COUNSEL OF 
PATIENCE IN SEARCH OF A LASTING SOLUTION, PERHAPS 
FOLLOWED BY "RELUCTANT ACQUIESSENCE" OF TURNHALLE, 
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COMBINED WITH MINISTERIAL LEVEL TALKS, COULD BE CITED 
BY SAG AS JUSTIFICATION OF ANY DECISION TO POSTPONE 
THE DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION OF POLITICAL PARTIES AND 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF A DATE FOR ELECTIONS. NEEDLESS TO 
SAY, SAG COULD LATER CITE THIS ACTION AS AN EXAMPLE OF 
SOUTH AFRICAN REASONABLENESS IN THE EVENT 
NO AGREEMENT IS REACHED. END COMMENT. 

YOUNG 
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